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Worksheet: Artist’s Books and Materiality Exploration Kits 
 

Activity A: Explore an Artists’ Book 
1. Closely observe your book.  
Format & Materials  
 
What formats are used? (circle your answer(s))  

Pamphlet binding  Tunnel book  Flag book  Carousel book  Accordion binding  
Miniature book   Other—please describe:  

 
What materials are used?  

 
 
Are there any unique features?  

 
 
What techniques or processes were used to create this book?  

 
 
Is it a unique work or one of a series?  

 
 
Content  
 
What is the book’s title?  

 
 
What is the book’s subject matter?  

 
 

2. Make sense of the book. 
 
How are the book’s format and its content related? 
Why do you think the artist or designer chose this 
structure? What evidence leads you to your 
conclusion?  
 

Choose another aspect of the book’s design. How 
does this design element contribute to the work as a 
whole?  
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Activity B: Exploration of Bookbinding Materials  
Note: Any samples of historic materials in your sets have been taken from discarded books.  
 
Book Title: _______________________________________________________________  

• Look carefully at all the different parts of the rare book that is in front of you. Touch lightly and 
gently.  

• Look at the materials included in the sample sets provided. Examine the patterns, feel the 
textures. Do not mix up the samples, please.  

• Find these materials in the rare book in front of you. They may not match exactly, but they will 
be similar.  

• On the diagrams below, draw arrows and label the locations where the sample swatches match 
or are similar to the historic materials used in making your rare book.  

 
 

 
 

Activity C: Creating your Artist’s Book  
 
Imagine that the rare book you’ve been examining belongs to a prominent art collector. It is her favorite 
item in the collection. She gives you a commission to create an Artist Book that is inspired by this rare 
book. For inspiration, use a) what you’ve learned about artist books today and b) your exploration of the 
rare book.  

 
Please answer the following questions on the blank piece of paper provided to you. Make a sketch of 
your design on the blank piece of paper provided to you. Name some of the materials and colors you will 
use.  

 
Questions:  

• What is the content of your artist book? What is the story?  

• What materials and/or design features from the rare book will make it into your artist book?  

• What new features and materials will you add?  
• How does your design help tell the story? 


